Discipleship Group
Quick-Start Guide

L

What does reading the Bible do? When we read God's word...

e God is working - "So is my word that goes out from my mouth:

It will

not return to me empty, but will accomplish what | desire and achieve
the purpose for which | sent it." Isaiah 55:11

God changes us - "For the word of God is living and active, sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit,
of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of
the heart." Hebrews 4:12

We take up the offensive weapon against evil - "Put on salvation as
your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of
God." Ephesians 6:17

We experience Jesus - "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God." John 1:1

Gospel Overview

Matthew - Written to Jews
to show that Jesus is the
fulfillment of the Old
Testament

Luke - Written to all people to
show that Jesus came to be the
Savior for all people

Mark - Written to Romans

to show what Jesus did
(it's the shortest Gospel, very
fast-paced)

John - Written to show the
comprehensive significance of
Jesus' ministry
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Discipleship Group Outline

1.Low / High - Before jumping into the reading, have everyone
share about their week if this hasn't happened already.

2.Read - Read the Bible passage. If someone has a different
translation, read it again and compare.

3.Reflect - A topic may come up spontaneously OR you can use
one of the methods below to get conversation started.

4.Pray - Gather prayer requests and one person prays OR take
turns praying around the circle.

The "Church Fathers" Method

Several early church leaders (Ignatius Loyola, Augustine of Hippo, Francis of Assisi,
Martin Luther) had favorite questions to ponder after reading a passage of Scripture.

Imagine yourself in the Bible passage: Who is present?
Where are you? What's going on? Where's the action?
What's the mood? What do you see, hear, smell, or
otherwise notice?

What does it teach me to be thankful for, to confess,
and/or to ask God for?

What does this Bible passage mean for me today?

What does the text want me to do right now?

The "Sword" Method

One approach to reading and pondering a Bible passage on
your own or with a group.

1. What does this tell us about God?
2. What does this tell us about humankind?

3. In this passage, are there any...

Sins to avoid?

Promises to remember?

Examples to follow (or not follow)?
Commands to obey?




